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TO HIS GRACE 


C H A R L E S 

DUKE OF 

R I C H M O N D, 

AND TO HIS GRACE 

JOHN 

duke of 

mo N t a a u. 

May it pleaje Tour Grace’s. 

My Lords, 

H HE Encouragement of Arts and Indufiry, being Your 
Grace’s Delights; and this Specimen (or Attempt) for 
to reftore the Rides of the Ancient Saxon Archi- 
tecture, ( vulgarly, but miftakenly called Gothic) which have 
been loft to the Public for upwards of feven hundred Years 
part, being Honoured with YourGrace’s Approbations and 
Encouragements-, It is therefore moll Humbly Infcribed to Your 
Grace’s Protections, 

By, my Lords, 

Tour Grace’s 

moji Dutiful and mojl. /. ijfeclionate Frater , 


Batty Lam,gley. 







T O T H E 


DEAN and CHAPTER 


OF THE 


Collegiate Church of St Peter tVejlmmfter. 



Right Rev, and Rev. Sirs, 

OUR Venerable and Augufl Pile, being the moft Magnificent in this 
Kingdom (and the almoft inimitable Structure in the World) of the 
Saxon Mode , (tho’ vulgarly called Gothic) as well as the moft renowned, 
for its being for many Ages paft the Place of the Royal Inauguration s 
and Coronations of our Sovereigns; and of the Sepulchres of many of them, 
and of the Chief Nobility , as well as other Perfons of Diftin&ion. And as, by 
ftri£l Refearches, 1 have difcovered many of the Rules, by which its principal 
Parts ~ar e proportioned and adorned, whofe Refult commands the Admiration. and 
Attention of all Beholders : And as, by great Variety of Examples, I have Illuftrated 
their Ufes, in the Formation, and Ornamenting of private Buildings, in the fame 
Mode, which never was done, or attempted before ; and as fuch may juftly be 
efteemed an Improvement in the Noble Art of Building ; and confequently will be 
an Advantage to this and after Ages, I therefore befeech your Protection, in Con- 
junction with thefe great Patrons of Arts and Induftry, the moft Noble Dukes of 
R i chmond and Montagu, and Leave to Subfcribe myfelf, 


Right Rev. and Rev. Sirs, 


Tour moft Obedient 


and moft Humble Servant , 


Batty Langley. 
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O R D Hardwick , Lord 
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Litchfield 
Holdernefs 
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Rochford 

Albemarle 

Cbolmondely 

Loudon 

Uxbridge 

Pomfret 

Earl Fitzwalter 
Effingham 
Harrington 
Hertford 
Finley 
Orrery 
Arran 
Inchiquin 
Abercorne 
Fit ^williams 


The Right Honourable the Lords 

Vifcounts 

Fauconberg 

Forrington 

Windfor 

The Right Reverend the Lords 
Bifhops of 

Winchefter 

Rochefier 

The Right Honourable the Lords 

Abergavenny 

Clinton 

North and Guildford 
Petre 
Brooke 
Ward 
Carteret 
Gower 
Conway 
Foley 
Walpole 
Hobart 
Falbot 
Montfort 
Ilchejler 
Baltimore 
Gallway 

Archibald Hamilton 
Glenorchy 
Dunmore 

The Right Honourable the Lady 

Germain 

The Honourable Mifs Edwards 
The Right Honourable the Mar- 
quifs of Carnarvon 
The Right Honourable the Lord 
Chief Juftice Lee 
The Right Honourable the Lord 
Chief Juftice Willes 
Mr. Juftice Wright 
Mr. Juftice Burnet 
Mr. Juftice Parker 
Mr. Juftice Chappie 
Mr. Juftice Fortefcue 
Mr. Baron Reynolds 
Mr. Baron Abney 


The Right Honourable Arthur 
Onflow , Efq; 

The Right Honourable St Conyers 
D’Arcy 

The Right Honourable Horatio 
Walpole Efq; 

The Hon. General Churchill 
Sir W atkin Williams Wynne 
Sir Fhomas Frankland 
Sir fames Gray 
Sir William Clayton 
Sir John Peachy 
Sir Francis Dafhwood 
Sir fames Dafhwood 
Sir Henry Lyddel 
Sir William Irby 
Sir Michael Newton 
Sir Robert Salifbury Cotton 
The Right Honourable Horatio 
Walpole , Junior, Efq ; 

The Hon. William Finch, Efq; 
George Dodington, Efq; 

Henry Fox , Surveyor of his Ma™ 
jefty’s Works, Efq; 

Richard Williams, Efq; 

William Vaughan, of Merioneth 
Efq ;< 

John Campbel, of Stackpole Court 
in the County of Pembroke , Efq ; 
Robert Vyner, Efq; 

Nor thy, Efq; 

Fhomas Duncomb, Efq; 
fames Brown, Efq; 

William Crifpe, Efq; 

Carter, Efq; 

The Reverend Dr. Kenrick 
Mr Fho. Hinton, Deputy Surveyor 
Mr Fhomas Grant, Clerk of the 
Works 

M r W illiam Booth , Deputy Mafon 
Mr John Bacchus, Carpenter 
Mr Henry Sims, Smith 

N. B. The five lafl: belong reflec- 
tively to St Peter at Wejiminjler. 

Mr Walter Cameron, Carpenter 
Mr John Elder, Shilbottle, Nor- 
thumberland, Carpenter. 


A 


dissertation 

0" ii ' A " T ‘ V «,r i '/'S Ancient Buildings, that have hem, and now art in 
this Kingdom, by Way of Introduction to the following Work . 

* Mi for the Space of 234 Years, to wit, from the Year 
455 to 689 when Cadvjalladar , the laft King of the Britains, 
loit the whole Kingdom ; and then immediately afterward 
for the further Space of 129 Years, whilft the Saxon Kings 
of tlie Heptarchy were ftriving among themfelves for Sove- 
reignty, which ended in the Year 8x8, making 363 Years De- 
predations in the whole ; when Egbert Kingofthe IVefl-Saxons 
reduced all the other to his Subjection, and became the firft 
haxon foie King of England ; were fo great, that allpublick and 
private Buildings, which had been erected by the Britains and 
Komana , were Maid in one common Ruin : Nothing being to 
be feen (faith Gtldas) but Churches burnt down and deftroyed 
to the very Foundations (both Goths and Saxons beino- Paeans 
at their firft coming here) and the Inhabitants extirpated by 
the Sword, and buried under the Ruins of their own Houfes/ 
t !? e ^ ear 455 > when the firft Kingdom of the Hep- 
tarchy ( Kent ) was began by Hengijl, unto the Year 597, which 
was for the Space of 142 Years (when Chriftianity was firft 
received by the Saxons) all the Saxons were Idolaters, and 
confequently, all their Buildings for Worflxip were Panan- 
le triples ; winch afterward, as Chriftianity was received, were' 
converted into Chriftian Churches. 

Etheibert, the fifth King of Kent , was the firft Saxon 
Kmg who was converted to Chriftianity ; and who not only 
converted Sebert but in the Year 605 he affifted him in 
Building of the Church of St. Peter in the W e ft 0 f London, in 

firft ri, 71 ' ^ri 7 ‘J 6 Sax f ns t fhomez or Homey, from the 
firft Chriftian Church, which had been built there by Lucius, 

the Year 1 83 ; being at the End of fou? 
hundred Years Ruin (after the Perfection under Dioclefian), 
overgrown with Bullies, Thorns, &c. In this Place (faith 
Sulcardus) the Temple of Apollo flood, at the Time when An- 
Zf P l US was „ tm peror of Rome, and being afterward thrown 
Ch , b y f an ^rthquake upon its Ruins, Sebert built the 
Church aforefaid which he dedicated to St Peter , as Lucius 
had done 422 Years before him. 

K r h ELBERT alfo aftifted Sebert , about the Year 6rn 
to build the Cathedral Chord, of S. p'.ut, £.i,wh ch fof 

temple ol Diana, tho’ fomc fay E.lAr, ■ 

During the laft 400 Years of the Saxon Monarchy the 
Saxons built great Numbers of Cathedrals, Churches, Channels 
Abbeys, Monaftries, &c. which at length became Sacrifices to 
e a ties, who 111 the laft 224 Years miferably affl idled them • 
and particularly from the Year 979, to 1001, in which Tml 
the Ravages committed by the Danes were fuch, thatnothing was 


HE Ru les by which the ancient Buildings of 
this '’Kingdom were ereded and adorned, having 
been entirely loft for many Centuries paft ; I 
therefore, for upwards of twenty Years, in or- 
der to reftore and publifh them for the Good of 
Pofterity, have afliduoujdy employed myfelf, as 
Opportunities have happen’d, in making Refearches into 
many of the moft ancient Buildings, now ftanding in this 
Kingdom : And from thence to extra# Rules for forming 
fuch Defigns and Ornaments in the ancient Mode, which will 
be exceeding beautiful in all Parts of private Building : And 
efpecially in Rooms of State, Dining Rooms, Parburs, Stair- 
cafes, &c. And in Porticoes, Umbrella's, Temples, and Pavillions 
in Gardens, Parks, &c. of which I have given Specimens in 
the following Sheets, for the Approbation of impartial Judo-es. 

Upon the ftri&eft Enquiry into theHiftories of this King- 
dom, and into the Chronicles of paft Ages, it doth not ap- 
pear that any Edifices were built by the Yr'onK, in this King- 
dom : Notwithftanding, that every ancient Buildino-, whith 
is not in the Grecian Mode, is called a Gothic Building, as 
JVeJhninJier Abbey, &c. for according to Mr. De Papin Thoy- 
ras, in his Hiftory of England, the Goths (who were alfo cal- 
led Jutes, and Wittes) were originally Itinerants in Germany • 
Who, fome time before the Saxons came into Britain, united 
themfelves with the Saxons, and ever after looked upon them- 
felves as one and the fame People, and were in general called 
Saxons . 

I N or about the Year 449, when the Romans had volunta- 
rily left Britain (after having kept it 500 Years in Subjedtion) 
H JJ a t two Saxon Princes, at the Requeft of the 
Mritl f n , m 8 rortigern, came here with nine thoufand Saxons 
to affift him againft the Pills and Scots ; many of which 
very probable, were real Goths, altho’ called Saxons, as beinc 
united, and were the firft that came into Britain. 

In the Year 530, which was 83 Years after the' coming of 
Hengijl, and when the Saxons had made themfelves Mafters of 
the firft four Kingdoms of the Heptarchy, Rapin faith, great 
Numbers of Goths or Jutes, with their Families, came to Bri- 
tain, and uniting with the Saxons, their Pofterity became Saxons 
alfo ; fo that long before the Year 10x7, when Edmund the 
i,, , n £,° f the Saxons (before the Danes ) died ; with whom 
fell the Glory of the Englijh Saxons, which was 586 Years after 
the Arrival of Hengijl, and 487 Years after the coming of the 
laft mentioned Goths, their Names and Country were oblite- 
rated, and every one called himfelf an English Saxon. 

And ’tis very reafonable to believe, that as in all Ages of 
the Saxon Monarchy, there was no Diftinction of Goths' from 
ln g en eral were called Saxons-, that, therefore, all 
the Edifices raifed by them were in general called Saxon (and 

Gothic) Buildings ; altho’ it was to be allowed, that the 
Goths hrft taught the Saxons how to build. 

. ^ h a t the Kinds of Buildings were, which were ftandino- 

h u* , the , riI n e . of the coming, which 

had been built by the Britains and Romans, we have no Ac- 
count of in Hiftory ; nor indeed, was it poffible we fhould, 
mce that the Art of Printing was then unknown ; and con- 
lidering that the Devaftations made in Britain, by the Saxons , 


Plundering, and other Devaftations; fo that in the Year 10x7 
when King Edmund was murder’d by E chick, and Canulus 
had feized upon the whole Kingdom, and made himfelf the 
firft . Dantjh King of England ; all the venerable Buildings 
which the Saxons had raifed (St Paul's Cathedral I believe S 
excepted) were then either lying in their frightful Ruins or 
fo irreparably defaced, that very little Judgment could be 
formed of what they had ever been 0 Dc 

B y this unhappy Conqueft, Pofterity was deprived not 
only of the Saxon- Modes or Orders of ichitebfure, Q 

of 


of the Geometrical Rules, by which their Buildings in general of St Mary Overy m S p* ^es^of ^DunflaH^of^HdyTri- 
were def.gned, fet out, eretfed, and adorned ; for U cannot dral *£ * C J of St Barthold, 

be fuppofed, but that there were many ingenious Saxon Archi- mty, now called CbrtJ Kenelworth of Norton in 

teds in thofe Times, who had compofed Manufcripts of all and its Hofpital Oxford. The Abbeys 

their valuable Rules, which, with themfelves, were deftroyed, Chejhtre , of Merton, andof UJney _ /_ xr _. ^Z.. 

. « i i • 1.1 C . .. . i /In J i ^ o f oil 


and buried in Ruin ; and therefore, notwithstanding, that all 
Buildings afterward ereaed might have a Similitude of the 
Saxon Mode ; yet ’tis much to be doubted, if any of them 
ever came up to that Beauty of Order , which, ’tis very rea- 
sonable to believe, was contained' in the Saxon Architecture. 

No w as I have thus fhewn that the Poflerity of the Goths, 
by their Union, became Englijh Saxons ; and that the Saxon 
Buildings were entirely ruined and defaced by the mercylefs 
Danes ; ’tis therefore evident, that none of the ancient Buil- 
dings now ftanding in this Kingdom, which have been ereaed 
fince the Danijh Conqueft, are real Gothic (or Saxon ) Buil- 
dings, as they are commonly called. 

The principal Buildings that have been ereaed in this 
Kingdom from the Beginning of the Danijh Monarchy, to 
wit "the Year 10x7, unto the Reign of King James the 
firft, when Inigo Jones lived, who I think was the nrit 1 erlon 
that' introduced the Grecian Architeaure in England, are the 

following, viz. . 

In the Time of the Danijh Government, which continued 
but 26 Years, Canutus built the Church of AJhdon in Effcx ; 
the Abbey of St Benet in Norfolk, and a ftately Church and 
Monaftery at St Edmundjbwy ; but Hardicanute, the third 
and laft Danijh King, ( Dane like) inftead of ereaing Buildings 
to his Memoiy, burnt the City of Worcejler. 

King Edward, called theConfeflor, came to the 
Crown in the Year 1043, or 1044, and died in 1066. This 
King rebuilt the Church of St Peter at Wejlmmjier, and a 
Convent adjoining, which Sehert had before ereaed, and 
was afterward deftroyed by the Danes ; he alfo new-built 

St Margaret’s Church at Wejlminjler where it now ftands ; be- 
1 nr'* t-Kr- Srmth Cloviter or 


Chejbire , of Merton , ana or yjney uw y j • T / 

of Cirencefter, Reading, Thirbourn, Cumbermere } New Abbey 
without JVtncheJier ; and of Merival xnWarwtckJhne The 
Monaftery of £t John at Colchefter ■, of St Andrew at North- 
hampton ; and of Plimpton in D evonJh.tr ej the Houfe of St John 
of Jerufalem, near Smthfeli ; the College of St Mary in the 
Town of Warwick, and the Hofpitalsof Ketar, and of St Crojs 
near Winchejler, were all founded The Priory of St James 
in Brijlol ; the Cafties of Bri/lol, Cardiffe, A.almejbury ■, Shir- 
bourn, Windfor, and Baynard in London. The Hevijes in 
Wilts-, the Lely Church at Salijbury : And the Stone-bridges 
at Bow, and Stratford in Ejfex ; (wh ch 1 were the firft Stone- 
bridges in England) were all built, and the Abbey of Kenjham, 
and Caftle of Norham upon the Banks of the Tweed were- 

b ?N ^ ’the Reign of King Stephen, who began in the Year 
1135, and died in 1154, the Abbeys, of Cogjhall m Ejfex, 
of Furneys in Lancajhire, of Harqm ers and Feverjham in 
Kent ; of Stratford Langthorn near London ; of Boxley in Kent , 
of Non- Eaton, in Warwickjhire. of Filtey of Rteval, of New- 
borough, and Beeland, of Kirkftead in Torkjhire 1, and many 
others, were founded; fo that more Abbeys (faith Baker). 
were creeled in this King’s Reign, than had been within the 

Space of a hundred Years before. ,, , 

At Heigham in Kent, a Houfe for Black Nuns, and at 
Carew a Houfe for White Nuns, were alfo founded ; and the 
Hofpital of St Katherine, by the Tower was new built. 

In the Reign of H e n r y II. who began in the Year 1154,. 
and died in i?8 9 , the Abbey of Bordefy, and Wigmore Abbey, 
the Priories of Dover , of Stoney, and of Bafmwork, the 
Church of Brijlol, (which Henry VIII ereaed into a Cathe- 

. 1 Am c fVi o R+rwiP-hirirtcrP. At t .Ofl— 


St Margaret’s Church at Wefiminfter where it now ltands ; be- Ctiurcn 101 -or » , \ R// the Stone-bridge at Lon- 

fore which Time, it flood adjoining to the South Cloyfter o ^ral) were^ft founded The Monaftery of St Augujline in 
the old Abbey; part of which is now ftanding ; and as t s f Lncefte (called St Mary de Pratis) 

very reafonable to believe, that, that Building was alfo bu.lt 2 h«M of jL^Glocefter, the Caftle of Anger in .Ejfex, 
by Sebert at the Time when he built the Church of St Pete,, of Eaton and I at wceji , all built : In the 

or very foon afterward, therefore the Remains which noware and a new Timber bridge at_ i,onao ^ 


Handing miift be upwards of eleven hundred Years old. 

In the Reign of Wxuiam the Conqueror, who began 
in the Year I067, and died 1087, the Abbeys, ft.Battel in 
Suffix, at Selby in Torkjhire, at St Saviours in Southwark ; the 

_ ^ 1 )• t 7 . T? , ... . A irVin ( 1 ' Aiirn lx I )TL2 (l L b 


CW iiuiucr^^ V r /u J i • 

Year 1 18 1, the Temple Church in London was nmfhed ; and in 
118^ the Bi/hop of Canterbury's Palace at Lambeth was began. 

In the Reign of Richard I. who began in the Year 
1189, and died 1199, the Tower-Wall was new Built, and 


Suffix, at Selby in Torkjhire, at St Saviours m Southwark ; me uv 9 , ana _cuiu xxyy, Mona ft e ry at Weft Durham in 

Priory of St Nicholas at Exeter ; and the Town of Newcaflle the Ditch made ab ’ be oah at Wolverhampton in 

mlL, were founded , tl.e Foundation of St f«ft Cathedral u L,mt„h was fiUed. 

began, after having been burnt by Lightning ; the white ower t Reign of King foHN, who began in the Year 1 199, 

of the Tower of London in 1078, the Muffler at Tork after rN ‘he Reign ot ^ "g J ^ ^ ^ ngw Foreft 

having been burnt by the Danes ; the Cafties at Oxford, hxe- an ’ d of the Bl ac k Monks in Winchefter, the 

in, Nottingham, M, Linttht , Hmungion and Camhnigt, J Farrimda, and of Haln-Owtn mSbmp/hirt,. 

and the new Church a. Salary, were all bu,l, i and the of earrtng^,^ . the Chappel 

C *uSk£,‘ot 'Vlllt** .he Second, who began in at Knar.fi, nigh enlarged, and the S„n.-Br,d s , a. 
the Year ’1087, and died in 1100, the Abbeys at Shrewjbury, finube ■ f u ENRy RR w ho began in the Year 

Merton in Surry, at Lewes in Sujfex, the Hofpftal of St Leo- n e ? great Numbers of Abbeys, and St Pe- 

nard at Tork, the Monaftery at Norwich ; the Cathedral of 1216, and died in 1272, gr ^ In Year I220 , 

Salijbury, and Univerfity College in Oxford were founded. The ter s ^ Jew Work of our Lady’s Chappel at Weft- 

Cathedral Church of Lincoln, began ! he Abbey * ^ > it /Lr where the CMppel of Henry VII. now ftands, and 
a Fort at Neivcajlle ; a Caftle at Ledes in Kent ; anew Wall minfter where the^^pp ^ ^ ^ l245 , he caufed the 

about the Tower of London, and a great Hall at ^ dS tLle of the old Church of St Peter at Wefiminfter, 

270 Feet in Length, and 70 Feet m Breadth, were • V , him- A the Confeffor to be taken down ; and en- 

7 Th E City of Carlijle, which had been deftroyed by the bu.lt by Edward ^the Built with greater 

Danes, and laid two Hundred Years in Ruin, was mbud .. Mfo-mficence ; which to effeft, was the Work of the next 

T ON DON Bridge was alfo rebuilt with limber, ana ivia^ , T; • Weft- end came no further, 

the Abbey of St Albans, and the Church at Rochejier were re- 50^ ^ ^ "cokimns Weft from the Choir; all the 
paired. , . * V' ttah from thence together with the two old Towers, having 

and M InM Sfthe SJrai SEd, <he Church been built frnce, at & Expence of the Abbots of IK.Jimn/tn. 


In the Year 1222, the Tower and Spire of St Paul's, 
which had been burnt down in 1087, was new built; the 
Stone Tower was 260 Feet from the Ground, to the Top 
of the Battlements, the Height of the Spire, above the Battle- 
ments, was 260 Feet more, making 520 Feet altitude, exclu- 
five of the Ball and Crofs, which was near 20 Feet more. — 
A match] efs Structure.— greatly exceeding all Buildings that 
have been fince raifed in this Kingdom* The Savoy was alfo 
built about the Year 1245. 

In the Year 1260, the curious inlaid Floor or Pavement, 
yet remaining, o f Jafper Porphry, Lydian, Touch ft one, Alabaf ter 
and Serpentine Stones , was made before the high Altar in Weft- 
minfter Abbey, at the Expence of Richard de Ware , an Abbot 
of Weftminfter , which is now 482 Years fince. 

In the Reign of Edward I. who began in the Year 
1272, and died in 1307, the Abbey of Vale Royal in Che/hire 
of the Cifteaux Order , and V er ton College in Oxford , were 
founded. Baliol College in Oxford was built, and the Church, 
of St Peter at Weftminfter was nearly finifhed. 

In the Reign of Edward II. who began in the Year 
1307, and died in 1327, Oriel College , St Mary-half in Ox- 
ford, and a Church of Fryers, in his Manour of Langley, were 
founded. 

In the Reign of Edward HI. who began in the Year 
1327, and died in 1377, the Eaft-Minfter (an Abbey of the 
Cifteaux Order) near the Tower of London ; Kings- hall. Tri- 
nity-hall, and Pembroke-hall in Cambridge, Queens College , 
Exeter College ; Hart- Hall, and Canterbury College in Ox- 
ford, the College of Cobham in Kent, and the Charter-houfe 
near Smithfield, were all founded. The Chappel of St Stephen 
at Weftminfter, (which is now the Houfe of Commons) and 
St Michaels Church, near Crooked . Lane London, were built ; 
the Chappel at Windfor augmented, and the Caftle re-edified. 

In this King’s Reign, Abbot Nicholas Litlington built the 
Hall, Jerufalem Chamber , and the South and Weft Side of the 
great Cloifter, adjoining to Weftminfter Abbey; with the Gra- 
nary and an adjoining Tower, which afterward was made the 
Dormitory for the King’s Scholars . 

I In the Reign of Rich a rd II. who began in the Year 
1377, and died in 1399, Trinity-hall in Cambridge, the Gate- 
houfe to Ely-houfe in Holbourn, were new built ; and Weft- 
minjler-hall, with its ftately Porch* was rebuilt in the Year 

the Reign of Henry IV. who began in the Year 
1399, and died in 1413, a College at Battlefield in Shropjhire , 
a College at Pomfretr, and a new College in Winchefter , were 
all founded. The Guild-hall in London was began in the Year 
1411 y the Stone- bridge at Rcchejler , and Newgate in London, 
were built, the laft by Richard Whittington, Lord Mayor of 
London . 

In the Reign of H e n r y V. who began his Reign in the 
Year 1413, and died in 1422 ; Bernards, and All-Souls Colleges 
in Oxford, were founded. 

In the Reign of Henry VF. who began in the Year 
1422, and died in 1460, the College. Royal, and glueens College 
at Cambridge, Eaton College by Windfor, and Mary Magda- 
lene College in Oxford, were all founded ; and the Divinity- 
School in Oxford, the College of Tatjhall in L'tncolnjhire, and 
Leaden- hall in London were built. 

In the Reign of Edward IV. who began- in the Year 
1460, and died in 1483, he laid the Foundation of the new 
Chappel at Windfor, London- Wall was alfo built from Cripple- 
gate, to Bijhopfgate ; and Bifhopfgate was rebuilt alfo. 

In the Reign of E d w a r d V. and of Richard III. 
which began in the Year 1483, and ended in 1485* no 
Buildings of Note were ereCted. 


In the Reign of Henry VII. who began in the Year 
1485, and died in 1508, John Ijlip an Abbot of Wejbninjler, 
in the Year 1500, built that Houfe, in which the Dean of 
Weftminfter now lives, and fet up the Statues of all the Kings 
and Queens, who had been Benefactors to that Church. The 
Chappel of our Lady, built at Weftmmfter by Henry III, 
was taken down in 1502, and a new Chappel of much greater 
Dimenfions was began to be built in its Place, with Stone, 
which is faid was brought from Huddlejlone Quarry in Tork- 
fhire . % * 

This Building, which is commonly called Henry Vllth’s 
Chappel, is of a quite different Mode, or Order of Architecture, 
from that of the Abbey , built by Henry III. and indeed, 
the Invention of their Difference is much greater than is con- 
tained between any two of the Grecian Orders . 

It is a great Pity, that the Architeft of this Chappel did not 
communicate toPofterity the Rules by which it was ereCted and 
adorned, which he might very eafily have done,becaufe the Art 
of Printing had been then known for full thirty Y ears ; and 
the fir ft Printing done in England was in an old Chappel of 
St Ann , then ftanding in the Eleemofinary, Almnery, or Almory ,. 
where anciently Alms were given (now corruptly called the 
Ambry) hy John Ijlip, aforefaid, who I believe was the Archi- 
tect of this venerable Edifice, which Leland calls the Miracle* 
of the World. 

In this King’s Reign, Chrift's College, Jefus College, and 
St John's College at Cambridge ; Corpus Chrifti College, and 
Brazen-nofe College at Oxford ; and the School of St Paul's, 
London, were all founded. 

In the Reign of Henry VIII. who began in the Year 
1508, and died in 1547, Chrifl Church College at Oxford was 
founded ; Hampton Court, and White-hall (then called York 
Place) and the Old Gate near the Tili z yard now belonging to 
the Lord Falmouth, and Coventry Crofs ( in the Year 1542,) 
were all built. 

In the Reign of Edward VI. who began in the Year 
1.547, and died in 1553, Corner fet-houfe was built by the Earl 
of 1 Hertford in 1549. 

In the Reign of Mary I, who began in the Year 1553, 
and died in 1558, St John's College in Oxford was built. 

In the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, who began in 
the Year 1558, and died in 1603, Sidney College, and E?na-‘ 
nuel College in Cambridge, were founded ; and the public 
Library at Oxford was built and furnifhed. 

In the Reign of Jam es I. who began in the Year 1603, 
and died in 1625, Hicks' s-hall near Smithfield Bars , and the 
B an quetting- houfe at JVhitehall, were built — the laft by Inigo 
Jones . 

Now as it is very reafonable to believe that the Modes in 
which all thefe Buildings have been ereCled, the Banquetting 
Houfe excepted,, were taken from Fragments, found among 
the Saxon Ruins, they may therefore be called Saxon Buil- 
dings ; but why they have been called Gothic, I cannot account, 
for. 

And as to continue the Saxon Modes of Building, under 
the Gothic Appellation, may be more agreeable and fooner un- 
derftood by many, than they would be, was I to call them 
Saxon as they a&ually are ; therefore, all the following Defigns 
are called Gothick . 

And as thefe Modes of Building have been and are con- 
demned by many, on a Suppofition that their principal Parts 
have been put together, without Rules or Proportion ; to prove 
that fuch is the EffeCt of want of Judgment, I have, in 
Plates A and B, as a Specimen of the Beautiful Rules of the' 
Ancients, illuftrated the Geometrical Plans and Elevations of 
the Bafes and Capitals , to the two Varieties of- Columns, now - '' 
ftanding in Weftminfter Abbey, viz . 

A Z" 


First, . 


First, thofe in the Choir Part , built by Henry III.* 
and thofe from the Choir , to the two Towers in the Weft-End , 
which were built afterward, by the Abbots of Weftminfter , 
as aforefaid, wherein every impartial Judge will fee by In- 
fpeftion, that their Members, both as to their -Heights and 
Project ures, are determined and defcribed with thofe beautiful 
Proportions, and Geometrical Rules, which are not excelled 
(if equalled) in any Parts of the Grecian or Roman Orders. 
Nor is that Delicacy and Deception , which is contained in thele 
Columns, to be feen in any Grecian or Roman Columns, of 
the fame Diameters. For, altho’ thefe Columns in the Weft- 
part of the Abbey appear to be much Jlenderer , weaker , and 
of lefts Diameter , than the Corinthian Columns, in the Portico 
of St Paul’s Cathedral (which are 4 Feet in Diameter) yet they 
are actually full 14 Inches more in their Diameters ; and con- 
fequently they are more than half as ftrong again. Becaufe 16, 
the Square of the Diameter of one of St Paul’s Columns, is lefs 
than two Thirds of 26, eight- twelfths, the Square of the Dia- 
meter of one of thefe Columns. A Deception , not to be pa- 
rallels , in all the Columns , yet erected , by both Greeks and Ro- 
mans , in the whole World . 

I r is from thefe, and fuch like Refearches, that I have ex- 
tracted the Rules, and Proportions, by which all the Parts of 
the following Defigns are adjufted ; and which, being in gene- 
ral made plain to Infpeition, by. the Scales of equal Parts af- 
fixed to each, needs no other Explication. 

PLATE I, &c. to XVI. Contain five Varieties of Co- 
lumns, with eleven Varieties of Entablatures, which are al- 
lowed by every impartial Judge to exceed all that have been 
done. 

PLATE XVII, £*. to XXVIII. -Contain 12 Varieties 
of Frontifpieces for Door^, with their Members, geometri- 
cally defcribed at large, never done before. 

PLATE XXIX. Exhibits four Varieties of Arcades for 
Piazza’ s, with the Geometrical Conftrucftion of their Curves, 
never done before. 

PLATE XXX. A Saxon y or ancient Gothic Colonade. 

PLATE XXXI. An Umbrella in the Saxon Mode. 

PLATE XXXII. A Gothic Portico, fuppofed to be, at the 
Entrance of a Banquetting Room, &c. of the fame Mode. 

PLATE XXXIII. Contains fix Varieties of Circular 
Windows, or Lights ;to be placed over Doors, to illuminate 
Pafiages, &c. 


PLATE XXXIV. Contains as many fquare Windows, 

for Attic Stories, £sfr. 

PLATE XXXV, £sfr. to XL. Contain fix Varieties of 
Windows, for State* Rooms, Pavillions, &c. 

PLATE XLI, &c. to XLVIII. Contain 8 Varieties of 
Chimney Pieces, not to be matched in the World. 

PLATE XLIX, &c. to LXII. Contain fourteen Va 1 
rieties of Umbr ello’s , Temples , and Pavillions , which are be- 
lieved to come the neareft to the ancient Saxon Architecture , 
of all that has been done,.fince the Danijh. Conqueft. 

And as this Specimen of my Endeavours toreftore, and illu- 
ftrate the Beauties of the Saxon Architecture , for the Good of 
Pofterity, is honoured with, the Encouragement of the preceding 
Nobility and G entry , I make no Doubt, but that by their 
good Examples, all other Lovers and Encouragers of Arts and 
Induftry will further encourage it ; that thereby I may be 
enabled, to communicate, in a ftecond Volume , many other ufte- 
ful Defigns, for Cielling- Pieces, Inftdes of Rooms , Pavements , 
Stair Cafes, Pagan Temples , Sylvan Towers , Saxon Tents, 
Niche’s , Canopys , Monumental Pyramids , &c. which I have ex- 
tracted from the Works of the Ancients, and whofe Mag- 
nificence and Beauty greatly exce?*all that have been done 
by both Greeks' and Romans . 

And whereas it may be objected, that the Expence of 
thefe Kinds of Buildings will be greater, than Buildings of the 
fame Magnitude in the Grecian Mode \ and efpecially by 
Workmen unable to perform them, I therefore give this public 
Notice, that I will undertake to erect all Sorts of Buildings 
in the Saxon Mode that may be required ; if free from Enrich- 
ments, for the fame Expence, as a plain Building of the fame 
Magnitude in the Grecian Mode would amount to ; and if en- 
riched, for lefs Money than a Building of the fame Magnitude 
in the Grecian Mode would come to ; being enriched with the 
common Ornaments ufed in any of the Grecian Orders .— 
And fuch Noblemen and Gentlemen who are pleafed, may 
find all their own Materials, which will very greatly abate the 
Expence. 

Angujl 16th, 1742. 

Batty Langley, 
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